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The End of  Summer 
The summer of 2014 was a very busy time for the ISM and its staff.  We hosted many events and 

activities and held multiple fundraising dinners.  We saw record crowds during the blessed month of 

Ramadan, which is always the busiest and most intense time of the year for our community, and we 

witnessed around five thou-

sand people celebrate Eid on 

a beautiful day at Humboldt 

Park (see photos on pages 

16-18).  The ISM was also 

actively involved with the 

construction of our new 

Masjid in Brookfield, which 

is, alhamdulillah (all thanks 

and praise to God) in its 

final phase (see page 9), and 

the ISM initiated the expan-

sion of the parking lot be-

hind our facility on 13th and Layton onto the land which we had purchased from the State of      

Wisconsin in 2013. 

The summer of 2014 was also a difficult time for our community.  The savage Israeli assault on the 

innocent people of Gaza during the blessed month of Ramadan was horrifying.  Thousands of over-

whelmingly innocent civilians were mercilessly killed by the ruthless forces of  Israel, about 500 of 

them children.  Sadly, some of those who were murdered  by Israeli forces were relatives of our 

community members.  In addition to those who perished in Gaza, thousand of innocent civilians 

were also being murdered by both,  barbaric Syrian government forces and the savage and criminal 

extremists of ISIS (see page 3).  The inhumane murder of James Foley and Steven Sotloff (see page 

13) shed light on the horrors that were being experienced by the people of Syria and Iraq.  We ask 

Allah/God to bless and to bring comfort and relief to all people in our community and around the 

world who are suffering due to war, occupation, exploitation, poverty or illness. 

With the start of the school year, a number of pro-

grams will be starting up again at ISM.  The Qurõan 

and Arabic Program has already begun and Sunday 

School is set to be begin on September 28. (For more 

information about either program, contact the ISM at 

ismoffice@ismonline.org.)  Stay tuned for further an-

nouncements about other adult and youth programs!  

¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 9ƛŘ ǳƭ-!ŘƘŀ    

tǊŀȅŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǎŎƻƴπ

ǎƛƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ плл ²Φ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ    

!ǾŜƴǳŜ ƻƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ п ƻǊ рΦ                             

{ŜŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΗ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ 
5ǊΦ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ ¸Φ YƘŀƴ 

5ǊΦ DƘǳƭŀƳ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘ {ƘŀƘ 
aǊΦ aŀƘƳƻǳŘ !ǧŀ  
aǊΦΦ !ƭƛ [ǳōōŀŘ  
aǊΦ {ŀƭŜƘ IŀƳŘŀƴ 
5ǊΦ  {ǳƭǘŀƴ aŀƭƭƛƪ 
5ǊΦ IŀŬȊ ¸ǳƴǳǎ 

 

.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ  

!ǧȅΦ !ƘƳŜŘ vǳŜǊŜǎƘƛ 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
5ǊΦ LƊŜƪƘŀǊ YƘŀƴ 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

aǊΦ [ŀǘŜŜŦ YƘŀƴ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 

aǊΦ bŀōƛƭ {ŀƭƻǳǎ 
wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ /ƘŀƛǊ 
aǊΦ {ŀƭŀƘ {ŀǊǎƻǳǊ 
9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ƘŀƛǊ 
5ǊΦ {Ƙŀƛƪ {ŀȅŜŜŘ 

tǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ϧ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ /ƘŀƛǊ  
aǊΦ !ȅƳŀƴ !ƭŀƳȅ 
aǎΦ LƴǎƘƛǊŀƘ CŀǊƘƻǳŘ 
CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ /ƘŀƛǊ 
!ǧȅΦ aǳƴƧŜŘ !ƘƳŀŘ 
.ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ 
aǊΦ !ŘŜƭ .ŜƪƘƛŜǘ 

aǊΦ aƻƘŀƳŜŘ {ŀƴŘƛŘ 
5ǊΦ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘ 5ƧŜƭƳŀƳƛ-Iŀƴƛ 

.ǊΦ YƘŀƭŜŘ !ƘƳŀŘ 
 

L{a {ǘŀũ 
Executive 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

!ǧȅΦ hǘƘƳŀƴ aΦ !ǧŀ 
wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
5ǊΦ ½ǳƭŬǉŀǊ !ƭƛ {ƘŀƘ 

LƳŀƳ 
.ǊΦ ½ƛŀŘ IŀƳŘŀƴ 
hŶŎŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ 
aǎΦ !ƭŀ LǎƳŀƛƭ  

 

P A G E  2  

I S M  T O D A Y  

     V O L U M E  I I   I S S U E  I I  

Eid ul-Adha 2014 

§ {ŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘ  ǘƻ L{a¢ƻŘŀȅϪƛǎƳƻƴƭƛƴŜϪƻǊƎ 

§ LƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 

§ млл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ 

ǘƻ L{a 

§ tƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ŀƴȅ  

ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜƳŜƴǘ 

§ tŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ōƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 

§ L{a ¢ƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ L{a ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ L{a 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

§ L{a ¢ƻŘŀȅ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴ ŀŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŦŜŜ 
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Presidentõs Message 
ISIS IS NOT ISLAMIC: A Special Appeal to Our Young Adults and Youth 

Assalaamu alaikum, brothers and sisters: 

Since 9/11, the Islamic Society of Milwaukee has expended a considerable portion of the time and efforts of its employ-
ees and volunteers in order to reach out on a grass-roots level to non-Muslims and educate them about Islamõs rejection 
of terrorism and violence. The time and effort includes, but is not limited to, tours of the Islamic Center, educational 
presentations to outside groups, teaching classes at local high schools and universities, participation in interfaith groups 
and activities, religious dialogues, participating in humanitarian relief causes (including those that are not directed at Mus-
lim majority populations), and open houses. 

Unfortunately, the results of our efforts and those of other Islamic organizations in this country from the perspective of 
opinion polls conducted in this country are mixed at best. In a Pew survey conducted in March 2002, at a time during which President 
Bush had made concerted efforts to distinguish mainstream Islam and Muslims from the perpetrators of 9/11, just 25% said Islam was 
more likely to encourage violence, while 51% disagreed; 24% expressed no opinion or didnõt know. In May 2013, in the aftermath of the 
Boston Marathon bombings, Pew found that 42% said Islam was more likely to encourage violence, while 46% disagreed; 13% had no 
opinion or didnõt know. Opinions as to whether Islam was more likely to encourage violence differ significantly based upon sex, race, 
ethnicity, education, self-identification of degree of political conservatism/liberalism, and religious affiliation. See http://www.people-
press.org/2013/05/07/after-boston-little-change-in-views-of-islam-and-violence/  

We also have witnessed a tremendous growth of an Islamophobia industry dedicated to the vilification of Islam and Muslims that has 
been fueled by hatred, politics and greed. One of the key tactics o f the Islamophobes is to argue that terrorists such as Osama bin Laden 
were correctly interpreting Islamic teachings when they claimed to act in the name of Islam. See http://www.splcenter.org/get-informed/
intelligence-report/browse-all-issues/2011/summer/jihad-against-islam. Of course, the Islamic Society has actively condemned 9/11, the 
2005 London bombings and all other forms of terrorism and is a signatory to national statements such as the 2004 Not in the Name of 
Islam petition and the 2005 Fatwa Against Terrorism. 

The summer of 2014 has seen the rise to international prominence of another violent fringe group claiming to act in the name of Islam: 
the self-named, so-called òIslamicó State of Iraq and Syria, or òISISó for short. ISIS has arisen out of the ashes of the wasteland created 
by the international communityõs failure to wholeheartedly support an end to the brutal Assad regime in Syria and has now spread as a 
plague of hatred and violence, inflicting murder, destruction and oppression upon both Muslims and non-Muslims across the lands of 
Syria and Iraq. ISIS, and more specifically the title òIslamic Stateó, is the new tool that the Islamophobia industry is using to spread fear 
and distrust of Islam and Muslims in this country. 

Last month, we learned of the brutal, criminal slaying of James Foley, a Marquette University graduate and an independent journalist, 
who went to Syria in part to tell the stories of those who were being oppressed by the Assad regime. The Islamic Society has condemned 
this killing (and now the Sotloff killing too) on its website and has donated to the scholarship fund set up by Marquette University in 
Foleyõs name. Both Sheikh Zulfiqar Ali Shah and Imam Ziad Hamdan have condemned ISIS and their brutal, criminal behavior in their 
khutbas. 

However, the outreach efforts of the Islamic Society of Milwaukeeõs employees and volunteers and condemnations by ISM leadership are 
not going to be enough to do all that we must do in order to meet the challenge of discrediting ISIS as a criminal organization and not an 
Islamic one. In the September 7, 2014 New York Times, an article by Jack Healy appeared, which was picked up by the Milwaukee Jour-
nal Sentinel and published under the headline, òTracing a pipeline for Midwest jihadisó in the Sunday, September 8, 2014 newspaper. 
The article discusses how òIslamic extremistó groups entice òtroubled, pliable young Americansó through òsocial media, chat 
rooms and jihadi forumsó to fight with ISIS. See http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/07/us/for-Jihad-recruits-a-pipeline-from-
Minnesota-to-militancy.html?_r=0  

I would request that all of you be unequivocal in telling your non-Muslim friends, neighbors and co-workers that there is nothing Islamic 
about ISIS. You can tell them that the brutality and the intolerance of this regime have nothing to do with Islam or Islamic tradition. 

If you are a young Muslim adult or youth, I have a special request. If you are confused or lack the background to evaluate who and what 
ISIS is and what it is not, please talk to someone in Islamic Society of Milwaukee leadership or to another educated adult Muslim that 
you trust in our community. Do not take your guidance from social media. More importantly (since I doubt that there is anyone reading 
this letter who doesnõt get the message that ISIS is not Islamic), if you know another young adult or youth who has posted foolish things 
about ISIS out of ignorance on social media or otherwise speaks foolishly saying anything positive about ISIS, please contact Islamic Soci-
ety leadership (the imams, the office or any Shura member) so that we can intervene immediately. 

May Allah (SWT) guide and protect us, our families and our communities. Ameen. 

Ahmed J. Quereshi,  President, Islamic Society of Milwaukee 
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Eid ul-Adha is Expected on Saturday, October 4, 2014  

Dr. Zulfiqar Ali Shah 

Muslims in America as well as other parts of the world hold two different opinions about observance 
of Eid al-Adha. Some celebrate it on the 10th of Dhul Hijjah according to their local lunar date and 
others follow Hajj announcement by the authorities in Makkah and celebrate the Eid after the day of 
ôArafah.  

Based upon calculations, Eid ul-Adha is expected on Saturday, October 4, 2014. The Astronomical 
New Moon is on Wednesday September 24, 2014 at 6:14 UT. September 25, 2014 is expected to be 
the 1st day of Dhul Hijjah 1435. The day of Arafah ð the main day of Hajj - is expected to be on 

Friday, October 3, 2014 and so the Eidul ul-Adha 1435 is expected on Saturday, October 4, 2014.  As we witnessed 
during the month of Ramadan this year, the Saudi authorities usually do not follow calculations.  It is possible that they 
will announce the Eid on Sunday, October 5, 2014. The ISM follows the Fiqh Concil of North Americaõs Eid dates. 
Following its adopted current criteria for Eid ul-Adha, the Fiqh Council of North America has announced that the final 
determination of Eid ul-Adha is contingent on the announcement by the Hajj authorities in Makkah of the day of 
ôArafah, in which case Eid ul-Adha will be the day following the day of Arafah. The Fiqh Council has struggled with and 
researched this issue for some time. After careful study and consideration, the Council has reached the conclusion that 
Eid ul-Adha will be following the Day of Arafah as announced in Makkah. This is also the conclusion of the European 
Council of Fatwa and Research. Following are some of the reasons for such a decision: 

The institution of Hajj is very old, coming from the time of Prophet Ibrahim (PBUH). The Hajj ceremonies were well 
known to the Arabs long before Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). The Prophet (PBUH) himself performed Hajj before 
receiving Nubuwwah (Prophethood). The Prophet (PBUH) also used to observe fasting during the month of Ramadan 
even before receiving the Qurõanic revelation. It was during the month of Ramadan that he received the first Quraõnic 
revelation while at Hira. He initiated the two Eids after his migration to Madinah to denote the start and end of the Hajj season.  

The months of Hajj begin with the first day of Shawwal and Hajj ends with the Wuquf of Arafah. That is the reason that 
the Prophet (PBUH) introduced two days of festivities to celebrate the beginning and the end of the Hajj season, as 
Imam Ibn Taymiyyah has clearly stated. Even the month of Dhul Hijjah is named after Hajj. The Qurõan and Sunnah both 
glorify the first ten days of Dhul Hijjah. They are the most sacred days of the year, even more sanctified than the month of 
Ramadan, because they are connected with the most virtuous of all Islamic Ibadaat, Hajj. Therefore, the two Eids are 
not independent institutions; they are closely connected with some obligatory pillars of Islam, such as fasting and 
pilgrimage to Makkah. The Prophet (PBUH) was guided by Allah SWT to choose these two specific days as Eids because 
of their deep connection with two of the most significant acts of Islamic worship i.e., fasting and Hajj. 

The sequence of Qurõanic verses in Surah al-Baqarah (2:183-203) may be cited as a supportive evidence for this position. 
The Qurõan first mentions the obligation of fasting and then gives the rulings about Hajj. The commandment of sacrifice 
(Udhiyah or Qurbani) is also primarily addressed to the Hujjaj and through them to the Muslims at large. (Surah Hajj: 28; 
36) Even the Takbeerat of Tashreeq are originally mandated for Hujjaj (Surah al-Baqarah 203). Ordinary Muslims follow 
Hujjaj in these commandments. Many classical jurists have particularly noted this connection between the rituals of Eid ul
-Adha and the rites of Hajj. Imam Ibn Taymiyyah, for instance, made a significant observation. He said that the animal 
slaughter at Mina is the original rule and all other localities are to follow Makkah in that. That is why Eid ul-Adha is the 
greater of the two Eids because it follows the most sacred day of the Muslim calendar (Day of Arafah) and the most sacred 
act of Ibadah (Hajj) culminating in the universal Muslim gathering.. It is called the Day of al-Nahr (Sacrifice) and the Day 
of Great Hajj (Yawm al-Hajj al-Akbar) because this Eid is connected with the sacred timings of Hajj and with the sacred 
place (Arafah). The famous Hanbali Jurist Hafiz Ibn Rajab explains that Eid ul-Adha prayer should be performed within 
the timeframe of the movement of Hujjaj from Muzdalifah to Mina. Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal maintained that Eid ul-
Adha prayer should be offered within the time period when the Hujjaj moved from Muzdalifah to Mina and threw 
pebbles. Imam Ahmad clearly stated that the ordinary Muslimõs Eid prayer had to follow the Hujjaj movement and 
actions. 

Eid ul-Adha Announcement  
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Imam al-Bhaghawi states that Ibn Abbas, Imam Malik and Imam Shafaõi are of the opinion that Muslims all over the globe 
are to follow the timings of Hujjaj vis-à-vis Takbeerat of Tashreeq. Imam al-Khazin attributes this opinion also to Ibn Umar. 
Imam al-Sarkhasi reports that Imams Shafaõi and Abu Yusuf were of the same opinion. This indicates that many established 
authorities within all the four known schools of Islamic Fiqh agree that Muslims all over the globe are to follow the Hujjaj in 
the Takbeerat al-Tashreeq timings as the original Qurõanic ruling of Takbeerat al-Tashreeq is primarily addressed to the Hujjaj and 
through them to the Muslim Ummah (Surah al-Baqarah 203; Surah al-Hajj 28).  

Though there are other dissenting opinions, the above sources are presented to make the point that many jurists held the 
opinion that Eid ul-Adha rituals such as the Eid prayer, the act of sacrificing animals and even Takbeerat al-Tashreeq are in 
subordination to the acts of Hujjaj. Therefore, it is not correct to say that Eid ul-Adha is an absolutely independent Islamic 
institution, totally detached from Hajj. Juristic and historical evidence indicate to the contrary and show that Eid ul-Adha was 
always attached to the institution of Hajj. It is precisely celebrated to imitate and remind oneself of some of the acts of Hajj. 
Eid ul-Adha is as much connected with the sacred places as with the sacred timings.  During the first ten days of Dhul Hijjah, 
the rituals of Hajj and the acts of Hujjaj in and around the city of Makkah become paramount for Muslims all over the globe. 
Many Muslim jurists have said that the Day of Arafah and the Day of Eid ul-Adha are to be determined by the actual stay of 
Hujjaj in Arafah and their slaughtering the animals. Some jurists hold that this rule is specific to the Hujjaj; others have argued 
that this rule is generic and applies to all Muslims. Some jurists even say that this rule applies even if the Hujjaj made a 
mistake and stood at Arafah on a wrong day, say a day ahead or later than the real 9th of Dhul Hijjah. This is the position of 
all the known Muslim jurists. Imam Ibn Taymiyyah narrates that there is no difference of opinion among the jurists that the 
month of Eid ul-Adha should be observed in unity. No jurist has ever allowed that those who sighted the Moon should go 
by their sighting and perform the Wuquf in Arafah or slaughter the animals according to their actual sighting. They must go 
with the Imam and with the majority of Muslims. Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali goes further than that. He, like many other Hanbali, 
Maliki and Shafaõi jurists, concludes that the Day of Arafah is not the exact day of the 9th of Dhul Hijjah but what is 
celebrated by Muslims as the Day of Arafah by staying at the place of Arafah. There is not a single Hadith or Qurõanic text 
which states that the Day of Arafah is on the 9th of Dhul Hijjah as the early Muslims knew it to be the Day of Wuquf at Arafah. 
Likewise the Day of Eid ul-Adha is not the exact day of the 10th of Dhul Hijjah but the day after Hajj to the best of their 
knowledge even if it was proven to be on a wrong day. They derive this rule from the authentic Hadith of the Prophet 
(PBUH) that, òEid al-Fitr is when you celebrate breaking your fast and Eid al-Adha is when you slaughter your animalséó 

Therefore, Eid ul-Adha is not disconnected from Wuquf of Arafah and Hajj as some of the contemporary scholars contend. 
Hajj and Eid ul-Adha are mutually connected. The two Eids were not prescribed by the Prophet (PBUH) out of the blue. 
They were intertwined with completion of the month of Ramadan and Hajj. The Prophet (PBUH) linked the start of the new 
month with actual moon sighting as it was the only authentic source available at that time to confirm the month. He did not 
depend upon news of sighting from Makkah for the first 8 years of Hijrah as the Kaõabah was occupied by the Polytheists 
and they were not very careful about the Hajj dates. In reality, they arbitrarily changed the Hajj dates to suit their political and 
economic interests. Following their lead would have meant nothing to the Prophet (PBUH). Likewise, the Shariõah did not 
require Muslims to explore the exact date of Hajj and Arafah to avoid causing hardship to the Ummah. However, it is clear 
that wherever Muslims could determine the real Day of Wuquf, they preferred to fast on that day and celebrated their Eid and 
sacrificed their animals on the following day. The reason is that the increased reward for fasting the Day of Arafah has more 
to do with the global gathering of Muslims and performance of Hajj rather than the day of Eid or Eid prayer itself. The 
Muslims in reality follow the Hajj gathering at Arafah by their local Eid gatherings. 

It is pertinent to note here that though there is no clear cut Qurõanic or Hadith text which requires all Muslims to celebrate 
Eid ul-Adha after the day of Hajj, there are plenty of indirect references in the Qurõan and the Sunnah that connect this day 
of festivity with the acts of Hajj and Wuquf of Arafah.  Furthermore, there is no text whatsoever, neither in the Qurõan, the 
Sunnah nor in any authentic classical book of Fiqh that remotely indicates that the Prophet (PBUH), or his Companions or 
any classical Muslim scholar has ever required to go, knowingly, against the established day of Wuquf of Arafah as announced 
by the Hajj authorities. Hajj is an expression of Muslim unity in addition to being a source of many spiritual reminders. It has 
political as well social dimensions. These aspects can be fulfilled only if the Muslim Ummah is united in observing Hajj, 
especially once it has become possible to know through rapid means of communication when the Hajj is going to be 
performed. In our present circumstance, there is no justification, under any fiqhi rule, to go against the Day of Hajj. Currently, 
going with Hajj is more beneficial (Maslahah) than celebrating Eid al-Adha independent of Hajj. 

Eid ul-Adha Announcement (cont.) 
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