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The End of Summer

The summer of 2014 was a very busy time for the ISM and its staff. We hosted many ¢
activities and held multiple fundraising dinners. We saw record crowds during the blesse
Ramadan, which is always the busiest and most intense time of the year for our commu
witnessed around five thou-

sand people celebrate Eid

a beautiful day at Humbolg

Park (see photos on pag

1618). The ISM was al

actively involved with th

construction of our ne

Masijid in Brookfield, whic

is, alhamdulillah (all than

and praise to God) in it

final phase (see page 9), 4

the ISM initiated the exparg

sion of the parking lot be

hind our facility on 13th and Layton onto the land which we had purchased from the
Wisconsin in 2013.

The summer of 2014 was also a difficult time for our community. The savage Israeli ass
innocent people of Gaza during the blessed month of Ramadan was horrifying. Thousan(
whelmingly innocent civilians were mercilessly killed by the ruthless forces of Israel, ab
them children. Sadly, some of those who were murdered by Israeli forces were relati
community members. In addition to those who perished in Gaza, thousand of innocen
were also being murdered by both, barbaric Syrian government forces and the savage 3
extremists of ISIS (see page 3). The inhumane murder of James Foley and Steven Sotl¢
13) shed light on the horrors that were being experienced by the people of Syria and Ira
Allah/God to bless and to bring comfort and relief to all people in our community and ara
world who are suffering due to war, occupation, exploitation, poverty or iliness.

With the start of the school year, a number of
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SN VAR 1 1A dha is expected to be on
Saturday, October 4th, 2014

(Since we celebrate Eid on the day
following Arafah, the Eid may be on
Sunday, October 5.

Time and location remain theysame)

Eid ul-Adha 2014

Wisconsin Center
400 w. Wisconsin Ave
Milwaukee, WI
9:30 am
Ctd I -
9 RdzOl a2y [/
5N { KIFATJ *For those Who work onFid,, there will be a prayer af fhe IS af 7:30 am
t dzot AOl a2y 3 L
aNI ! &Yly | When the day of Arafah (and Eid) is announced by the
aad® LyaKANI authorities in Makkah, the ISM will send out an email to our
Cdzy RNJ AaAy email list. To subscribe to our list, contact
lg=e S ss R ismoffice@ismonline.or
.2 NR a8Yo§ _ -Org- _
aNp | RSt . We will also announce the date on our website
aN¥» az2KIlYSR (www.ismonline.org) and on our
SN a2 Kl YYFI-Rl ¢ Facebook page (ISM Milwaukee).
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Presi dent 0s

ISIS IS NOT ISLAMIC: A Special Appeal to Our Young Adults and Youth

Assalaamu alaikum, brothers and sisters:

Since 9/11, the Islamic Society of Milwaukee has expended a considerable portion of the time and efforts of /
ees and volunteers in order to reach out on argrdasdeveltonoMu s | i ms and educate t
of terrorism and violence. The time and effort includes, but is not limited to, tours of the Islamic Center, educ
presentations to outside groups, teaching classes at local high schools and universities, participation in inte
and activities, religious dialogues, participating in humanitarian relief causes (including those that are notgdir

lim majority populations), and open houses. 7

Unfortunately, the results of our efforts and those of other Islamic organizations in this country from the perspecuve o
opinion polls conducted in this country are mixed at best. In a Pew survey conducted in March 2002, at a time daségnivhich Pr
Bush had made concerted efforts to distinguish mainstream Islam and Muslims from the perpetrators of 9/11, jusn25#ssaid Isla

more | ikely to encourage violence, while 51% di saghdktbed; 24
Boston Marathon bombings, Pew found that 42% said Islam was more likely to encourage violence, while 46% disageed; 13% ha
opinion or didndot know. Opinions as to whether | skmem was n

ethnicity, education, selentification of degree of political conservatism/liberalism, and religious affiliation. Sesvittpdbple
press.org/2013/05/07/aftebostonlittle-changen-viewsof-islamandviolence/

We also have withessed a tremendous growth of an Islamophobia industry dedicated to the vilification of Islam and&duslims tha
been fueled by hatred, politics and greed. One of the key tactics o f the Islamophobes is to argue that terrorestsabirch @des
werecorrecilyterpreting Islamic teachings when they claimed to act in the name of Islam. See http://www.splcetitdomongfdiet
intelligenceeport/browseallissues/2011/summer/jihagdgainstslam. Of course, the Islamic Society has actively condemhettié/1
2005 London bombings and all other forms of terrorism and is a signatory to national statements suctNas ith¢h208dme of
Islanpetition and the 200Fatwa Against Terrorism

The summer of 2014 has seen the rise to international prominence of another violent fringe group claiming to adfitsiii®:name

the sefnamed,se al | ed Ol sl ami c6 State of Iraqgq and Syri a,andcreatéedl S1 S
by the international communityds failure to whol ebalamat edl vy
plague of hatred and violence, inflicting murder, destruction and oppression upon both MuslirMuestichea@cross the larafs

Syria and lrag. | SI'S, and more specifically t hegttsprdadfear 01 s I

and distrust of Islam and Muslims in this country.

Last month, we learned of the brutal, criminal slaying of James Foley, a Marquette University graduate and an im#égtendent jou
who went to Syria in part to tell the stories of those who were being oppressed by the Assad regime. The IslancenSeciegdhas
this killing (and now the Sotloff killing too) on its website and has donated to the scholarship fund set up by Memngitetite Uni

Fol eyds name. Both Sheikh Zul figar Al Shah and | maherzi ad
khutbas.
However, the outreach efforts of the I slamic Soci ethpaef Mi

not going to be enough to do all that we must do in order to meet the challenge of discrediting ISIS as a crimorahpdyaot zati

Islamic one. In the September 7, 2014 New York Times, an article by Jack Healy appeared, which was picked up bylthe Milwauke:
nall Sentinel and published under the headline, OTpaec.i Nng a
The article discusses how ols/lamic extremi sto groups entic
rooms and j i hadi [ o3%eehmitp/ldvww.oytinfes.cgm/201409/Q7/as/fefit@dreSruitsa-pipelinefrom-
Minnesotao-militancy.html?_r=0

| would request that all of you be unequivocal in telling yotuslim friends, neighbors andworkers that there is nothimslamic
about ISIS. You can tell them that the brutality and the intolerance of this regime have nothing to do with Islatregdititshamic

If you are a young Muslim adult or youth, | have a special request. If you are confused or lack the background dcaed alinzte wh
ISIS is and what it is not, please talk to someone in Islamic Society of Milwaukee leadership or to another eduslaethadult Mu

you trust in our community. Do not take your guidance from social media. More importantly (since | doubt that themadiranyone
this |l etter who doesndt get the message that | S| Solishthingot |
about ISIS out of ignorance on social media or otherwise speaks foolistdynyiyiggsitive about ISIS, please contact Islamic Soci-
ety leadership (the imams, the office or any Shuramember) so that we can intervene immediately.

May Allah (SWT) guide and protect us, our families and our communities. Ameen.

Ahmed J. Quereshi, President, Islamic Society of Milwaukee

ISM TODAY
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Eid ul-Adha Announcement

Eid ul-Adha is Expected on Saturday, October 4, 2014
Dr. Zulfigar Ali Shah

Muslims in America as well as other parts of the world hold two different opinions about opservanc
of Eid alAdha. Some celebrate it on the 10tBlodiil Hijjalaccording to their local lunar date jand

others follow Hajj announcement by the authorities in Makkah and celebrate the Eid afterfthe day
0Ar.af ah

Based upon calculations, EidAdha is expected on Saturday, October 4, 2014. The Astrohomical
New Moon is on Wednesday September 24, 2014 at 6:14 UT. September 25, 2014 is expected t
the 1st day of Dhul Hijjah 1435. The day of Aréfttie main day of Hajjis expected to be ¢n
Friday, October 3, 2014 and so the Eid#ldhla 1435 is expected on Saturday, October 4, 2014. As we Witnessec
during the month of Ramadan this year, the Saudi authorities usually do not follow calculations. It is posgble that
wi | | announce the Eid on Sunday, October 5, 2073 4. '
Following its adopted current criteria for Eiddiha, the Figh Council of North America has announced that tHe final
determination of Eid +Adha is contingent on the announcement by the Hajj authorities in Makkah of the day of
6 Ar af ah, i n -Adhaiwid e the day felloviinig the day of Arafah. The Figh Council has struggledjwith anc
researched this issue for some tifter careful study and consideration, the Council has reached the conclgsion tha
Eid utAdha will be following the Day of Arafah as announced in Makkah. This is also the conclusion of th¢ Europe
Council of Fatwa and Research. Following are some of the reasons for such a decision:

The institution of Hajj is very old, coming from the time of Prophet Ibrahim (PBUH). The Hajj ceremoniesjwere we
known to the Arabs long before Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). The Prophet (PBUH) himself performed Hajj befor
receivingNubuwwagProphethood). The Prophet (PBUH) also used to observe fasting during the month of[Ramada
even before receiving the Qurodanic revelation. II tw
revelation while at Hirele initiated the two Eids after his migration to Madinah to denote the start and end of fhe Hajj <

The months of Hajj begin with the first day of Shawwal and Hajj ends Withaireof Arafalfhat is the reason that

the Prophet (PBUH) introduced two days of festivities to celebrate the beginning and the end of the Ha}j seasor
Imam Ibn Taymiyyah has clearly stated. Even the mdbiubHijah s named after Hajj I T h e
glorify the first ten days Dhul HijjahThey are the most sacred days of the year, even more sanctified than th¢ month «
Ramadan, because they are connected with the most virtuous of all Islamic Ibadaat, Hajj. Therefore, the] two Eid:
notindependent institutions; they are closely connected with some obligatory pillars of Islam, such aqg fasting
pilgrimage to Makkah. The Prophet (PBUH) was guided by Allah SWT to choose these two specific days a4 Eids be

of their deep connection with two of the most significant acts of Islamic worship i.e., fasting and Hajj.

The sequence o Sura@ @Bagarafrli8R03vneay & eited as & supportive evidence for this ppsition.
The Qurdéan first mentions the obligation of fasfing
(Udhiyah or Qurbdsialso primarilgddressed to thdujjajand through them to the Muslims at large. (Surah Hgjj: 28;
36) Even theTakbeerat of Tashaeeariginally mandated fdujjaj (Surah-Bhgarah 203prdinary Muslims follo
Hujjajin these commandments. Many classical jurists have particularly noted this connection between the rijuals of E
-Adha and the rites of Hajj. Imam Ibn Taymiyyah, for instance, made a significant observation. He said tht the an
slaughter atlinais the original rule and all other localities are to follow Makkah in that. That is wifdBadisitth
greater of the two Eids because it follows the most sacred day of the MuslimRaleatiardfaland the most sacred
act oflbadaliHajj) culminating in the universal Muslim gathering.. It is called thedbdglo{Sacrifice) and the
of Great Hajj Yawm dHajj alAkbar) because this Eid is connected with the sacred timings of Hajj and with ti§e sacrec
place Arafaf). The famous Hanbali Jurist Hafiz Ibn Rajab explains thatAdithaiprayer should be performed within

the timeframe of the movementkfijjajfrom Muzdalifato Mina Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal maintained that Ei¢l ul
Adha prayer should be offered within the time period when the Hujjaj movellroaifalio Minaand thre
pebbl es. Il mam Ahmad <clearly stated t haHujambvemerd a
actions.

ISM TODAY
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Eid ul-Adha Announcementcont.)

ImamaB h aghawi states that Il bn Abbas, l mam Mali k and |
are to follow the timings d¢fujjajvisdvis Takbeerat of Tashnemy. alKhazin attributes this opinion also to Ibn Umar.
ImamaSar khasi reports that | mams Shaf adi and Abu Yusuf

authorities within all the four known schools of Islamic Figh agree that Muslims all over the globe are tblégjgvw the
the Takbeerat-Bashredqi mi ngs as t he o rTakbderatd@iishre@qis @imanily addressed to thg Hujpjaf
through them to the Muslim Ummah-Bageahtal03; Suratagj 28)

Though there are other dissenting opinions, the above sources are presented to make the point that many jurists f
opinion that Eid uAdha rituals such as the Eid prayer, the act of sacrificing animals arakleserat-Bashreege in
subordination to the acts ldtijjaj Therefore, it is not correct to say that Eiddia is an absolutely independent Islamic
institution, totally detached from Hajj. Juristic and historical evidence indicate to the contrary and shovAthet &isul
always attached to the institution of Hajj. It is precisely celebriaté@dte and remind oneself of some of the acts of Hajj
Eid utAdha is as much connected with the sacred places as with the sacred timings. During the firsDten Hgjshof

the rituals of Hajj and the actdhfjjajin and around the city of Makkah become paramount for Muslims all over the glob
ManyMuslim jurists have said that the Dagraffahand the Day of Eid +Adha are to be determined by the actual stay of
Hujjajin Arafah and their slaughtering the animals. Some jurists hold that this rule is spefdiijjajoothers have argued

that this rule is generic and applies to all Muslims. Some jurists even say that this rule applietej@mihdbea
mistake and stood Atafahon a wrong day, say a day ahead or later than the redbdh léfjjahThis is the position of

all the known Muslim jurists. Imam Ibn Taymiyyah narrates that there is no difference of opinion among the jurists th:
month of Eid wWAdha should be observed in unity. No jurist has ever allowed that those who sighted the Moon shoulc
by their sighting and perform t&quf in Arafadr slaughter the animals according to their actual sighting. They must g
with the Imam and with the majority of Muslims. Ibn Rajelaradbali goes further than that. He, like many other Hanbali,
Mal i ki and Shafadi j u Arafahis 910t the exactcdayuad thes Othiofub Hijjahbuhvehat B a y
celebrated by Muslims as the Daprafahby staying at the placeArafan Ther e is not a singl
which states that the Day Afafahis on the 9 of Dhul Hijjah as the early Muslims knew it to be the Day of Wuquf at ,
Likewise the Day of Eid-@dha is not the exact day of the 10tibbél Hijjatbut the day after Hajj to the best of their
knowledge even if it was proven to be on a wrong day. They derive this rule from the authentic Hadith of the Prc
( PBUH) t HhFértiswheo you atlebaate breaking your fastand&kidala i s when you sl aug

Therefore, Eid uhdha is not disconnected fraMuquf of Arafaimd Hajj as some of the contemporary scholars contend.
Hajj and Eid uAdha are mutually connected. The two Eids were not prescribed by the Prophet (PBUH) out of the b
They were intertwined with completion of the month of Ramadan and Hajj. The Prophet (PBUH) linked the start of the
month with actual moon sighting as it was the only authentic source available at that time to confirm the month. He di
depend upon news of sighting from Makkah for the first 8 yddijgabla s t he Kadabah was occ
and they were not very careful about the Hajj dates. In reality, they arbitrarily changed the Hajj dates to saitatheir politi
economic interests. Foll owing their | ead would have
require Muslims to explore the exact date of Hajpeafdhto avoid causing hardship to the Ummah. However, it is clear
that wherever Muslims could determine the real D&uquifthey preferred to fast on that day and celebrated their Eid and
sacrificed their animals on the following day. The reason is that the increased reward for fastind\tatabeag afiore

to do with the global gathering of Muslims and performance of Hajj rather than the day of Eid or Eid prayer itself.
Muslims in reality follow the Hajj gatheringratatoy their local Eid gatherings.

It is pertinent to note here that though there ies no
EidubAdha after the day of Hajj, there are plenty of i
of festivity with the acts of Hajj aWduquf of Arafah Further more, there is no tex

Sunnah nor in any authentic classical book of Figh that remotely indicates that the Prophet (PBUH), or his Companic
any classical Muslim scholar has ever required to go, knowingly, against the establishepitlay Afafals announced

by the Hajj authorities. Hajj is an expression of Muslim unity in addition to being a source of many spiritual teamsinders.
political as well social dimensions. These aspects can be fulfilled only if the Muslim Ummabh is united in observinc
especially once it has become possible to know through rapid means of communication when the Hajj is going
performed. In our present circumstance, there is no justification, urfagrirai, to go against the Day of Hajj. Currently,
going with Hajj is more beneficidb&lahatthan celebrating EidAtlha independent of Hajj.
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Looking back at Summer 2014 at ISM
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