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Doors Open Milwaukee 2017 
On September 23 and 24, 2017, the Islamic Society of Milwaukee participated in a two-day open 
house event known as òDoors Open Milwaukeeó. This city-wide event provides the general public  
with the opportunity to explore different buildings, neighborhoods and communities throughout 
the City of Milwaukee.  The ISM has been a participant in this program for the last four years, wel-
coming hundreds of visitors each year.  This year,  over 600 guests visited the ISM.  For most of 
the guests, this was their first visit ever to an Islamic facility.  [Do you want to know what the 
guests thought of the visit?  See some of their comments on Page 5].  Over the past few years, the 
Islamic Center has welcomed thousands of first time visitors.    

Salam School senior Aimen Mian giving a tour.  This 
photo appeared in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel on 

Sunday, September 24, 2017. (Photo by Angela Peterson 

 

Helping Houston  
 

Hurricane Harvey devastated 
many parts of Houston, Texas. 

The Muslim community of    
Houston was actively involved in 
providing shelter and  support for 
the victims. A number of Houston 

masajid served as shelters for 
those who were displaced.  

The Islamic Society of Milwaukee 
raised funds to assist the victims. 
Alhamdulillah, we were able to 
raise and send over $27,000 in 

cash donations.  
We would like to thank our 

community for their generosity 
and for helping all those in 

need, regardless of their faith or  
background.  

Please see Page 5 for a selection of comments 
made by our òDoors Openó guests. 



 

.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ 
5ǊΦ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ ¸Φ YƘŀƴ 
aǊΦ !ƭƛ [ǳōōŀŘ  
aǊΦ {ŀƭŜƘ IŀƳŘŀƴ 
5ǊΦ  {ǳƭǘŀƴ aŀƭƭƛƪ 
5ǊΦ IŀŬȊ ¸ǳƴǳǎ 

 

.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ  

5ǊΦ LƊŜƪƘŀǊ YƘŀƴ 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
5ǊΦ {Ƙŀƛƪ {ŀȅŜŜŘ 
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

5ǊΦ hǊǳǎŀ aƻȊŀũŀǊ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 

aǊΦ bŀōƛƭ {ŀƭƻǳǎ 
wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ /ƘŀƛǊ 
aǊΦ {ŀƭŀƘ {ŀǊǎƻǳǊ 
9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ƘŀƛǊ 
aǎΦ ½ŜƘǊŀ ¢ŀƘƛǊ 

 
tǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ϧ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ /ƘŀƛǊ  

aǊΦ !ȅƳŀƴ !ƭŀƳȅ 
aǎΦ LƴǎƘƛǊŀƘ CŀǊƘƻǳŘ 
CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ /ƘŀƛǊ 
aǊΦ !ȊƳƛ !ƭŀŜŘŘƛƴ 
.ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ 

5ǊΦ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘ 5ƧŜƭƳŀƳƛ-Iŀƴƛ 
aǊΦ hǎŀƳŀƘ !ƭ-{ƘŜƭƭŜƘ 
aǊΦ !ƘƳŜŘ !ȊȊŀƳ 
aǎΦ !ƭŀ LǎƳŀƛƭ 

 
 

Operations Manager  

!ǧȅΦ hǘƘƳŀƴ aΦ !ǧŀ 
wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
5ǊΦ ½ǳƭŬǉŀǊ !ƭƛ {ƘŀƘ 

LƳŀƳǎ 
.ǊΦ ½ƛŀŘ IŀƳŘŀƴ 
.ǊΦ vŀǊƛ bƻƳŀƴ 

 
hŶŎŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ 
aǎΦ  WŜŀƴƛƴŜ !ƭƛ  

 

P A G E  2  

I S M  T O D A Y  

     V O L U M E  I I I   I S S U E  I I  

Advertise with ISM Today  

§ Send your advertisement  to ISMToday@ismonline@org 

§ Include your name, address, email and phone number 

§ 100% of  the money collected from the advertisements are 
donated to ISM 

§ Please be aware that we reserve the right to refuse any  
advertisement 

§ Payment is billed to you along with a copy of  the 
newsletter 

§ ISM Today is posted 
at the ISM Website 
and printed to the 
ISM community 

Airport Meditation Room 
A private group of individuals 
is working to establish a 
prayer/meditation room at 
Mitchell International Airport. 
The Islamic Society of Milwau-
kee has been involved in this 
project and has served as a 
voice for the concerns of Mus-
lims and people of other faiths 
and backgrounds.  
 
The meditation room will be 
open to everyone who is inter-
ested in taking time to pray, 
meditate, or seek a moment of 
reflection.  
 
Any individual who donates 
$1,000 or more to this project 
will have their name appear on 
a donor board next to the 
meditation room. We encour-
age our community members 
to be a part of this project.   

tƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ [ŜŜ aŀǘȊ  

50% Discount  

6 Months AD 



Message from the President of  the ISM 
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Assalamu Alaikum my very dear Brothers and Sisters. 
A few weeks ago, I had the opportunity to visit the House of Allah and perform Hajj.  Alt-
hough I have performed Hajj before, my Hajj this year was on behalf of my late beloved 
mother. 
 
While at Hajj, I made special prayers for our wonderful Milwaukee Muslim community.  
This has been my community for most of my life and I love this community.  To express 
my love and dedication, I made prayers for all of the wonderful donors, volunteers and 
attendees.  I made prayers for all those who work to improve our Muslim community and 
those who seek to educate others about our faith.  I prayed that we will remain united as a 
community and that Allah (SWT) will continue to provide us with more people who will 
contribute to the success and growth of the Islamic Society of Milwaukee. 
 
Alhamdulillah, we continue to grow and expand each year.  We are expanding because that is the only way that we can meet 
the needs of our community.  Last year, we added a large parking lot and entrance/exit to our main facility on 13th Street.  
This year, we completed major improvements at our facility at 8th and Layton.  We have a number of other plans that are 
in the works.  We must remain focused on meeting all the needs of our community, especially the youth. 
 
I ask that you always keep our community in your prayers.  Ask Allah (SWT) to always guide us to do what is right and best 
for ourselves, for our children and for our faith. Please remembers that I always welcome your thoughts and suggestions.  
May Allah (SWT)  bless you all. 
 
Dr. Iftekhar Khan 



801 W Layton - Parking Lot Construction 
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One of the ISMõs major properties is the 11 acre property with a 107,000 square foot building located at 801 W. 
Layton Avenue.  In addition to serving as the home of Salam Elementary School and the location for some of 
the ISMõs community events, the building also serves as an investment property for the ISM.  A commercial ten-
ant occupies 53,000 square feet of space, the Muslim Community and Health Center occupies about 5,000 
square feet of space and Crescent Daycare occupies about 7,500 square feet of space.   
To maintain this property to professional standards, the ISM needed to reconstruct the entire west side of the 
parking lot.  Alhamdulillah, the work went very smoothly and was completed before the beginning of the new 
school year. 

DURING     and     AFTER  
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Doors Open - Guest Comments 

The following are a small selection of comments from visitors:  
 

"Very nice tour. People were very kind and friendly. I had been meaning to go on this tour, and finally had the op-
portunity to do so." 

  
"Your young tour guides were gracious and well informed." 

  
"This was the best tour we took. The guides were knowledgeable and the displays at the end were interactive. We 

enjoyed asking questions and learning more. The food was a nice touch." 
 

"I was pleased to be able to visit the mosque and learn. I have passed it many times; so glad I stepped in!" 
 

"I very much enjoyed the opportunity to learn more about a religion that is not spoken of more openly. It was truly 
an eye opening wonderful experience." 

  
"I learned a great deal in a short period of time. Our guide was very friendly and personable. She was knowledgea-

ble and an asset to her family and religion." 
 

"I have never been inside a mosque before. I have driven past this mosque hundreds of times. The high school 
girls that led the tour were very informative and nice." 

  
"Best visit thus far. Not only informative but able to experience culture (via food and various info tables). Tour 

guides were both young and we were impressed by their knowledge and ability to answer questions." 
 

 "We enjoyed our visit greatly! The information, tour/presentation were top notch.  
The center was the highlight of our day! Thank you!" 

  
"I really liked the tour that the boy guided. He is really knowledgeable and the content he presented was really clear 
and organized. I appreciate the opportunity to learn more about Islam and please keep doing it to make more peo-

ple understand the culture and religion." 
 

"Thanks for having copies of the Qur'an to take." 
 

"Thank you for opening your doors and organizing such a welcoming atmosphere. I really enjoyed the tour led by 
the high school guide." 

  
"A truly wonderful experience! What an admirable religion!" 

  
"More people need to attend, especially those who are ignorant to the teachings of Islam. More Americans need to 

open their minds instead of listening to media." 
  

"Loved it! Thank you for putting up with all of our questions." 
 

"Incredibly informational and very pleased to have increased my knowledge of Islam. Thank you!" 
 

"Great site. I grew up near here and have always been curious and wanted to see inside. The high school tour 
guides were great. Knowledgeable, friendly, and personable. Thank you for your hospitality!" 

  
"Although I live near this facility, it has always seemed a little mysterious and intimidating. It was nice to be invited 

in and offered so many opportunities to get to know my neighbors better." 
  

"This is a lovely location. I appreciated the opportunity to meet some high school students and tour this lovely fa-
cility. I even purchased a book on experiences of American Muslims who convert to Islam. Thank you for opening 

your doors." 
  

"This was really wonderful. Thank you for sharing your beautiful faith & hospitality. You clearly invested a great 
deal of thought and time into this event. And delicious food! Thank you!" 

 
We want to thank all of  our youth volunteers for the wonderful job they did  

representing the their faith and the Muslim community.  
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Hajj Mabrook to the following  
community members who performed 

Hajjj this year... 

Farah Ahmed 

Jamal & Amal Amro 

Mahmoud Alsharkawi 

Iqbal Ashraf 

Khitam Atshan 

Nisreen Khleifat 

Ebrahim, Amal, & Sajid Jaber 

Hashim & Najah Jaber 

Mazen & Rania Jaber 

Mohammed Jaber 

Dr.Iftikhar Khan 

Nael & Fatima Mseitif 

Ali Pamidi 

Abdul Hafeez Qureishi 

Ishrat Siddiqi 

Sajjad & Tehmeena Siddiqi & Imtiaz Begum 

Suhail Shelleh 

Sufian Shelleh 

Hasan, Mahmoud  & Um Hamzeh Snoubar 



Welcome Back Hujjaj Program 

The Islamic Society of Milwaukee 
held its annual òWelcome Back Hu-
jjajó program honoring all those 
who were able to make this once in 
a lifetime pilgrimage.  
 

The event was held in the ISM gym 
on Sunday, September 17. 
 

Those who attended were able to 
listen to some of the hujjaj speak 
about their experiences. A dinner 
sponsored by a number of commu-
nity members was provided to the 
hujjaj and all the guest.   
 

We would like to especially thank 
sisters Inshirah Farhoud and        
Shahida Munem for helping to or-
ganize this annual event.  We would 
like to acknowledge the participation 
of the Milwaukee Muslim Womenõs 
Coalition.  
 

Inshallah each and everyone of our 
community members will be able to 
make this very blessed journey.  
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The Burmese Genocide 

The Islamic Society of Milwaukee organized a program at our main facili-
ty (13th and Layton) to educate the community about the genocide that is 
being perpetrated against the Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar (Burma).  
 

The event included video clips of the atrocities that are being inflicted on 
the Rohingya people as well as personal testimonials of some of our com-
munity members.   
 

A  special guest who appeared at the program was Umut Acar, the Consul 
General of Turkey to the Midwest. Mr. Acar spoke about the efforts that 
his country  (Turkey) and its people are making to try to assist and pro-
vide relief to the victims of the ongoing genocide.  
 
We would like to thank Masjid Mubarak, Masjid Al-Qurõan, the Rohingya 
American Friendship Society, the Milwaukee Islamic Daõwa Center, the 
Burma Task Force, MARõUF and many others.  

The ISM continues to collect dona-
tions to help the Rohingya refugees.  
If  you would like to donate, please 
contact the ISM Office.  Donations 
are sent to recognized and efficient 

relief  agencies. 

Turkish Consul General Umut Acar 
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Our Two Eids 

The Milwaukee Muslim community celebrated their two 
Eids in downtown Milwaukee in 2017. The first Eid was 
held on Sunday, June 25th,  at the UW-Milwaukee Pan-
ther Arena. It  was held at this location due to the una-
vailability of the Wisconsin Center. Imam Ziad Hamdan 
delivered the khutbah (sermon) to the community.  
 
On Friday, September 1st, the Muslim community held 
their Eid ul-Adha prayer at the Wisconsin Center. 
Alhamdulillah, the hall was filled to capacity, even 
though early Eid prayers were held at ALL the ISM 
masajid. Dr. Zulfiqar Ali Shah delivered the khutbah 
(sermon) at the main prayer service.  



Our Two Eids 
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Photos on this page are from 
Eid ul-Adha.           

Photos are by Lee Matz of 
the Milwaukee Independent, 

an online newspaper. 
More photos can be seen at: 
www.milwaukeeindependent.
com/photos/muslim-holiday
-celebration-packs-wisconsin

-center/ 

ά̧ ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǇŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ ǳƴǝƭ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǳƴǝƭ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ 
tǊƻǇƘŜǘ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ όtŜŀŎŜ ōŜ ǳǇƻƴ ƘƛƳύΦ 



I S M  T O D A Y  

     V O L U M E  I I I   I S S U E  I I  



I S M  T O D A Y  

P A G E  1 3       V O L U M E  I I I   I S S U E  I I  

Youth Basketball Tournaments 

On Saturday, September 30, the ISM hosting 
a youth basketball tournament for brothers in 
the ISM gym.  
 

Over 36 youth participated in the 3 on 3 and 5 
on 5 double elimination tournaments.  All 
players on the winning teams received tro-
phies.   
 
The youth who participated in the tournament 
had a great time and all are looking forward to 
the next scheduled tournament.  InshaõAllah, 
the ISM will host a number of tournaments 
each year.  Please watch for future announce-
ments via email and on our Facebook page.  
(To receive ISM emails, send your email to 
ismoffice@ismonline.org).   

Visit of  Russian 
Chairman 

Dr. Damir Mukhetdino, the First Deputy Chairman of 
the Religious Board of Muslims of the Russian Federa-
tion and Executive Secretary of the Muslim Internation-

al Forum, visited the ISM  on July 28th.  Following  
Friday prayers, Dr. Mukhetdino spoke to the attendees 

about the large Russian Muslim community. 

Iqama Schedule at 13th 
& Layton 

 

 Fajr   Dhuhr                                Asr  Maghrib     

 

 

 

 

October 

6:00 1:10  4:15 +5 min   

6:15 1:10  4:00  +5 min  

6:30 1:10  3:45  +5 min  

6:30  1:10  3:30 +5 min      

5:45 1:10  2:30 +5 min 
 

6:00 1:10  2:30 +5 min  

Pictured above are the winners of the 5 on 5 
Youth Basketball Tournament. 



Summer Programs at the ISM 

I S M  T O D A Y  

     V O L U M E  I I I   I S S U E  I I  P A G E  1 4  

 Throughout the summer, the ISM held a variety of programs at its main facility.  The following pages provide an 
overview of some of these programs. 

QAI Intensive Qurõan Camp 

The Quran  and Arabic  Institute led a Quran Camp this summer consisting of about  45 students. The program 
included children ages 6 - 15.  The students were taught about the importance of the Quran and the students also 
memorized a number of suras.  The program ended with a day full of fun to celebrate the studentsõ accomplish-

Girls Hifth Summer Program 

 
This past summer, the ISM held an all girls hifth 
program that allowed young girls to come togeth-
er to strengthen their relationship with the 
Qurõan. 
 
This program successfully taught the participants 
to recite the Qurõan with proper pronunciation, 
and to memorize portions of the Qurõan.  
 

¢ŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ 5 ōŜŦƻǊŜ 5Χ 

Youth before Old age 
Health before Sickness 
Wealth before Poverty 

Free time before Preoccupation 
Life before Death 

Prophet Muhammad, Peace be upon him 

If  you would like to be added to the ISM 
email list, please contact us at                  

ismoffice@ismonline.org.  Please let us 
know if  you want to receive all emails 

(Friday Khutba schedules, condolence an-
nouncements, program announcements, 
Eid announcements, regular programs, 

etc.) or if  you are only interested in         
receiving emails about lectures and other 

special programs. 



Summer Programs at the ISM - Carnival 
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The Islamic Society of      Milwaukee 
held an Eid  carnival for families in the 
Milwaukee area to  join together to cele-
brate the Eid. 
 
The carnival had several activities for all 
ages including a camel ride sponsored 
by Hayat Pharmacy!  (Thank you for 
your generosity and for your commit-
ment to Milwaukeeõs Muslim communi-
ty). 
 
Other activities included basketball, 
bounce houses, and face painting which 
were located both indoors and out-
doors.  
 
The community also enjoyed great food 
such as chicken sandwiches, hot dogs, 
burgers, and even grilled corn. 
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Al Aqsa Rally 

On Friday, July 28th, 2017, members of the Muslim community and their supporters joined together for a rally 
outside the Islamic Society of Milwaukee. The rally was held in response to recent Israeli actions against the 
third holiest site for Muslims, Al-Aqsa Mosque located in Israeli occupied Jerusalem.  
  
Over the past years, an increasing number of extremist Jews, including Israeli government ministers and Rab-
bis, have called for the destruction of Al-Aqsa Masjid and the Dome of the Rock Masjid and the establishment 
of a new Jewish Temple on the same site.   
 
The incident which led to the organization of the rally was the Israeli governmentõs closure of the Masjid and 
the occupying Israeli governmentõs attempts to impose new measures to further restrict freedom of worship 
for Muslims at one of their holiest sites.  

The Muslim community in 
Milwaukee, along with Mus-
lims around the world, peace-
fully rallied to express their 
rejection of the discriminato-
ry Israeli policies and to ex-
press their support for the 
freedom of worship at Al 

Summer Programs at the ISM  
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Islamic Center Blood Drive 

On Monday, July 17th, 2017, the Islamic Society of Milwaukee hosted a 
blood drive for the Milwaukee community. The ISM generally holds two 
or three blood drives per year for the Blood Center of Wisconsin. 
 
The ISM exceeded its donor goal for this particular blood drive.  What 
was especially encouraging about this blood drive is that there were a 
total of 14 FIRST TIME donors.  
 
Blood Center personnel informed us that one donation can be separated 
to help 3 patients.  Imagine if your simple donation of blood (which 

takes a very short time) helps 
save the lives of three people!  
 
Thank you to all those who sup-
ported the Islamic Center Blood 
Drive. We appreciate everyone 
taking the time  to donate!  
 

Summer Programs at the ISM  

 


